Novices and Juniors hit the Triathlon trail
Last weekend the Jersey Triathlon Club organised a double triathlon aimed at senior newcomers to the sport and juniors at Les Quennevais Sports Centre.  
Juniors between the ages of 7 and 17 competed over a 150 metre swim, 2 laps of the cycle track and a 1500 metre run.  The 24 juniors were set off in 3 waves of 8 with 6 minutes separating the groups in the pool.  This made for an exciting race with the girls and boys not only competing against the other children in their group but also having to work hard through to the finishing line to record a quick time.  Youngest competitors were 7 year olds Adele Maher and Yasmin Hayes who received the biggest cheers of the day when crossing the finishing line. In the age categories “experienced” triathlete Henry Dowling won the 7-8 year old category, with fellow VCP classmate and “first timer” Adam Baluchi finishing second, Joseph Hugh won the 9 to 10 year old class in a time of 19:18 closely followed by Mark Boarer in 19:50 with third place Jack Lutz only a further 7 seconds back.  The 11-12 year old class was won by Cameron Donaldson in the quickest time of the day (16:50) followed by Remy Hidrio.  Tony Manning took first place in the 13+ age group after a very strong swim and cycle leg.
The Ogier sponsored senior novice event attracted 23 competitors and consisted of a 250 metre pool swim, 4 circuits of the Les Quennevais cycle track and a 2km run incorporating part of the sand dunes. 

As always with the Jersey Triathlon Club novice event, attempting to identify a likely winner was akin to predicting when summer will finally begin.   The mens race witnessed some extremely competitive racing with less than 2 minutes separating 3rd position from 9th, and a dead heat in 10th between Jerry Flynn and Alan Thompson.  Extra spice was  added to the proceedings by the staggered start which meant that no one was quite certain of the final result until the last person had crossed the finishing line.   Strong swimmers Bob Donaldson and Della Roderick took the mens and ladies novice titles in excellent times of 25.44 and 26.04 respectively, with Roderick’s time also proving to be the second quickest on the day out of the 23 senior competitors.  Engraved salvers were awarded to the first three finishers in each category with the mens and womens second and third place finishers being Tony Merren and Alaister Hall and Claire Malzard and Truusje Gamlin respectively.  
The afternoons events were very much a family affair, with mother and daughter, Jane and Claire Le Quesne taking part in the ladies event, husband and wife, Shaun and Sophie Heslop competing in the mens and ladies event, while father and sons Peter and Giovanni Guarino, Bob and Cameron Donaldson and Lee and Oliver Turner took to the starting blocks in the mens and boys races with Charlotte Turner, Oliver’s sister making sure the girls were well represented aswell.

The Jersey Triathlon Club thanked Sports and Leisure for use of the Les Quennevais Swimming Pool and the junior section sponsors Dominion Fiduciary Service Group and senior novice event sponsors Ogiers for their continued support.
