Jersey Triathlon Club – Annual Report 2008

The club racing programme runs through a calendar year.

During 2008 the Jersey Triathlon Club hosted 4 duathlons, 2 Aquathlons, 4 triathlons plus a novice senior and junior event.  The aim is to host an event a month apart from rest and recuperation during October and November.  Towards the end of 2008 the Club organised and put together at short notice a series of three aquathlons soon after the formal appointment of a Development Officer aimed at getting the junior section up and running.

This was the first year for the Club to add a bit of lively competition to the racing by establishing with 2 mens divisons and one ladies division.  All races on the calendar offered points towards the divisional championships.  The point scoring basis was 10 points for a win, 8 points for second place and 6 points for third, with points then being awarded on a decreasing basis through to 1 point for the competitor finishing 8th.  This made for a very competitive and exciting racing season with 51 athletes making it to the starting line and in the case of the Ladies division after 10 races there was a three way tie between Sam Horsfall, Island Games Triathlete Tracey Huish and Louise Meyer who all amassed 40 points.  The mens first division winner was Marc Nicol, establishing himself as both a proficient triathlete and regular competitor, second was Dan Halksworth and third Steve Price, while in the mens second division, Paul Tanguy finished in first place closely followed by Andy Murfin and Doug Gorman in third.

Club Members travelled overseas to hone their competitve instincts and foster new friendships and raced at Ironman Austria, Ironman Hawaii, 70.3 Monaco, London Triathlon, Rennes, and Graniteman Guernsey.    Nick Saunders continued his successful professional career by competing at selective events overseas and returned in September to retain his Jersey Main event title.  Dan Halksworth commenced his professional career as a triathlete through an arrangement with Dominion Financial Services Group which sees him act as the Club’s Business Development Officer while not training or competing overseas.

The ambitions of the present Committee set out when taking office ahead of the 2007 season remain on track, namely, 

i) to increase awareness within the Island of the fastest growing participation sport in the world, 

ii) to increase club membership and participation on race days, 

iii) to sensibly grow the annual Main Event, 

iv) to establish a junior section and, 

v) to appoint a Business Development Officer.

2009 will be the first year we have a functioning junior section.  The inaugural junior novice triathlon in September attracted over 50 competitors with an age range between 8 and 16.  The event was organised within a fortnight and clearly demonstrated the desire of children to rise to the challenge of a new multi discipline sport which complemented their existing activities.   The junior aquathlon series held at the unsociable time of 7.30 am on Sunday mornings during December, attracted 20 competitiors to each race. Negotiations are taking place with Les Quennevais Sports Centre to identify a more convenient time to maximise numbers at the Aquathlon events.  We have already held discussions with representatives of Spartans, the Jersey Long Distance Swimming Club and Velo Cycle Club about the benefits of cross training and racing.  5 racing cycles have kindly been donated by Dominion Fiduciary Services Group who are keen to see the success of the junior section.  A Junior Committee has been established with experienced and respected triathletes at the helm (Doc Snook, Andy Kemp, Tracey Huish together with Dan Halksworth in his role as Business Development Officer).  Scheduling of training sessions are already well advanced.

We have ended the year in a strong position, principally due to the generous sponsorship of Ogiers for the Novice and Main events over the last few years and the ongoing commitment of Dominion Fiduciary Services Group.  

Formal training sessions will continue to be offered in the three disciplines with Swimming at the Aquasplash on Monday evenings, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings with spinning sessions on a Thursday evening at Fitness First complimented by  Saturday morning bike rides and run sessions.  In the summer, sea awareness sessions will continue courtesy of Steve Hickson at St. Catherines.

The next couple of years remain vital to the ongoing development of the Club and we welcome the dedication, input and ongoing support of the many helpers outside of the Committee who willingly give of their time.  

Gary Jones a stalwart of the Jersey Triathlon Club for many years has stepped down from the Committee although his advice and counsel remains available when needed.  Scott Pitcher has agreed to continue as Treasurer for another 12 months but will take less of an active role on the Committee pending his “retirement” at the end of 2009.  I would like to place on record my thanks for their contribution both before my arrival and in making the transition to a new Committee in 2006 so effortless.   

Officers for the forthcoming season who have agreed to stand are:

Club Committee

Simon Dowling – President

James Shepherd – Club Secretary/Press Officer

Darren Le Masurier – Club Captain

Doc Snook – Junior Section

Ben Cooke

Junior Committee

Doc Snook, Andy Kemp, Tracey Huish, Dan Halksworth

Treasurer

Scott Pitcher until 31st December 2009

Business Development Officer

Dan Halksworth

Summary

As with most sporting associations it is often the unheralded and gratuitous commitment of the few that permits the majority to take part and the Jersey Triathlon Club is no different in this regard.   However, through prudent management and the judicious foresight of the present and previous committees the Club is in a reasonably sound position to pursue its expansive ambitions.  These aspirations are targeting individuals who like to keep fit, but often without a specific purpose in mind (triathletes first and foremost challenge themselves to complete, rather than compete against others) and introduce youngsters between the ages of 8 and 16 to the worlds fastest growing participation sport.  The three year business plan supports the proposition and all Club Members are requested to participate in its implementation and offer their views and opinions on how it can be as successful as the Committee would like it to be.

Simon Dowling

President

12th January 2009

